
did not, as some gen thrown appeared U> do, id view of that pro¬
position, see dirk clouds hovering over the couutr-. He saw

in the constitution and the laws of the land priniples which
would carry them through in safety, and presere lor their
children and their childien's childrer. their glorious constitution
and confederacy.

In the lirst place, then, he laid down the prajuntion that
Congress |>osses#es the power to legislate tor tlu Territories
acquired since the adoption of the constitution nsan incident
to the power to acquire, ex ntceutiait rei.. and it restrained
only by the conditions u|H>n which the territory vjs ceded,
and by the prohibitions and limitutiot.a of the constitution. He
also maintained that the ordinance of 1787 wasexpro-sly adopt-
ed and continued in lorce by the constitution, and uo further
adoption by Congrcts was necessary ; and that Conarem wan

empowered to tnuke all laws which should t>e prop r to carry
the ordinance into effect.

Mr. C. J. 1NUEKSOLL. What was the opiuon of .Mr.
Madison f

Mr. MURPHY said he would answer the grntl'man pre¬
sently. In the difcifision of thesis propositions he wou'd re¬

verse the order in which he had siavd them. Now, what was

territory of the United States ' There was the territory
that was ceded by the different States forming this ontldera-
cy before the adoption of the constitution.the tt rrilTy north-
west of the Ohio. There were likewise the cession y d»ed of
Georgia in 1802, comprising the present States tf Alabama
and Mississippi; the cession by maty by Krat.cc in ltii):l
of the territ >ry which n<>\v comprised the State of Louisiana ;

and the cession by Spain by the treaty of 1819 of fiat which
is now the State' of Florida. And what else ' i'he land
which we acquired by discovery. Such was the Oregon terri¬
tory. He deemed it unnecessary to do more than merely to

advert to the opiniuns of Mr. Ualhouu and Mr. Buchanan on

this point. The principal ground on which they claimed a

title to Oiegon was that of discovery. To this fact he wish¬
ed now to direct the attention of the committee, f >r purposes
which would appear in the course of his argument. The or¬

dinance of 1787, then, become of importance only in refer¬
ence to the territory northwest of the Ohio. That ordinance
and the action under it did not tipply to any other territory
than tbut northwest of the Ohio, and we have to look foi other

principles to govern us in regaiil to »ueh other territory.
He would now proceed to the consideration of the ordinance

of '87 for the purpose of showing the distinction between that
and the sources of the power which we are to exercise over

other territories, mid he had numerous authorities on this sub¬
ject «t DauJ. He wotid simply di/vC? the attention of tho
committee to the ordinance of'87, for it was unnecessary to
read it, as every gentleman was doubtless familar with its
provisions. Iu the Jirst place, that ordinance was declared to
b« a compact; and the articles thus agreed to and arranged
between the people of the United Stales and the people who
were to form those territories were to continue forever in
force, subject, I owever, to certaiu restrictions. The language
of the ordinance was :

" i» hereby ordained and declared, by the authority afore-
Mud, that the follow in*: articles shall be considered as articles
of compact between flic original States and the people and
States in the said territory, and forever remain unalterable un¬
less by common COIlSJtlt."

Again, in article 4th, are these words:
"The siid Territory, and the States which may be formed

therein, shall forever remain a part of this Confederacy of the
United States of America, subject to the articles of Confede¬
ration and to such alterations therein as shall be constitutional¬
ly made, and to all the acts and ordinances of the Uuited States
in Congress assembled conformable thereto."
When this ordinance was pasatd it thus appears from its

own provisions that a new constitution was contemplated, and
the people of the new territories and the territories themselves
were to lie subjected generally to the legislatiou of this.new
government under the terms of the compact.
And now he wouid answer the inquiry put to him by the

gentleman from Pennsylvania, who asked him if he knew
what Mr. Madison taid on this subject. Mr. Madisjn said
it was true thattheordinar.ee was passed with doubtful autho¬
rity, but he went on afterwards to justify the passage of that
ordinance. Mr. Madison said :

" 1 mean not, by any thing here said, to throw censure on
the measures which have bt en pursued by Cougrcsi. 1 am
sensible that they could not ha%e done other*lac. The public
interest, the necessity of the case, in'ipoMd upon them the uik
of overleaping their constitutional limits."
He thus approved the mi asure, is did Mr. Jefferson, who

was the euthor of the ordinance of 1784, in this principle the
same as that of 1787, and who wouid hardly have advocated
it if it were unconstitutional.

But he cared not whether that act was constitutionally made
or not at the time ; he said, and that was his p sitioii, that
the constitution of 1787 confirmed that ordinance and made
it valid. Now he had uot seen, in the course of the debate on
this question, the clause of the constitution of the United
Staves referred to, to which he should direct the attention of
the House. He did not put the p^wer of Congress to legis¬
late over the territories upon the clause authorizing Congress
to make " all needlul rules and regulations respecting the ter-

nty or oth. r property belonging to the United State j" for he
thought with the gentleman from Virginia that t!,e word
" other" qualitied the woid "territory," and showed that it
waa spoken of here only as '. prnftrritf ".giving Congress
the power to make all needful roles and regulations respecting
the territory as property of the United States.
He fell m, therefore, with the view of the gentleman from

Virginia on this point; but it was not necessary to rely upon
the clause in question.

But to hvs ii,ind we had abundant confirma'ion of.this ordi¬
nance in the constitution itself. Would * not have been re¬

markable, indeed, if the convention which framed the consti¬
tution, sitting at the same time and place of that Congress
which adopted this ordinance, had not made some provision
in regard to it * hen we regarded the fact that the provi¬
sion in reference to slavery in both instruments was adopted
on the same day.the provision in the constitution pnn.ding
for the three-fifth* representation of slaves, and the prohi! iiion
in the ordinance of slavery in the Northwest territory, and
that after 'here had been the utmost contrariety of o|iinion in
both bullae.could it be considered an accidents! coincidence '

No, it was the result of conference; of consultation with rach
other for the gnod of the country ; of consultation in such a spi
rit as should be ever shown by us here. They compromised
so that wfile they allowed the representation of three fifths
of the slaves, tbey prohibited slavery in the Northwest territory.

But alter the new constitution waa adopted, which constitu¬
tion itself recognised this ordinance, as he would presently
show, a law was passed in addition to carry into further effect
the ordinance a4 17t7. He would ask ger.tlemen to tell him
how this law cams to be passed if they did not consider the
ordinance in eiiatenoe and valid ' He read an eitract of the
lew, the preamble of eluch recited that in order that the ordi
nance of 1787 .. may conUuue to have full effect" it is re¬

quisite, &c.
Mr. OAV IiE. Is that an act of Congrr**e
Mf. MLRPHY replied that it was. .This ordinance, then,

was a compact, an engagement; a contract between the people
of the United Stale*, in their collective capacity, and the people
who ahoold inhabit this new territory; and thiscipress acknow¬
ledgment of this compact by Congress, after the adoption of
tbe new constitution, as well as the recognition of it by the
constitution, made it binding, ratified it, and cured it of
any unconstitutionality under the confederation wbkh it
might previously have been obnoxious to. The clause of the
conrtuution to which be referred was in these words .« All
debts contracted and enf(t»ftment» rntertd inlo before the
adoption of this constitution a!tall be as valid against the
1 nited Slates under this constitution as under the confe¬
deration.
A gentleman near him said this bad reference to a com-

psct t but this ordinance is in terms declared to be a compact,
sn agrrem«nt, m enqaipment entered into on the pan
ofAe I nited States: and bere was an express provision to

ratify all "engagements." If it was no compact, no agree-
mrn" between the United State* and tke people of the new

territory,.then lie admitted tins clause of the constitution did
not touch it.

But this was no new doctrine on his part. Look into the
debate on the Missouri compromise, and we had the authority
of a distingue m d Southern gentleman, the father of the b«>n
oralde gentleman from Maryland, (the Hon. I<o«is Mclsme,)
confirming the view which be had taken. That distinguished
gentleman said if it was a compact it was confirmed by the
constitution. The*e are his words s

"This ordinance *ai considered doubtful un'il the adoption
of thenreseet consuniuoa, by the first elante of the si*»h ar¬

ticle of winch it wa* sa|^>oted U> be confirmed. Hot this eon-
firnution ahn»i it to be in the nature of compact, awl net ©I a

"~J "oluntsrily entered into by all the parties eon-
nested with H.t.ot iucnrporst< d m the present constitution
ss a grant of power, or e*|,la».store of ita principles | but
¦asrely aanetioned by a tingle elsuw, providing for the validity
nt contracts. It was a contract mad« by the party e«-ding the
temtorT t it dkl not projio*. to aficet the rights oi p-rsons re¬

ading there , it was to opeiate as a tract upon those who
should sebOMecnily remove thither , ,lieh persons, therefore,
went under this oHinance , ihey voluu.riJy became parties
to it 5 snd such only tettled there si *er« willing tolive with-
oik slaves, and subject to the terms r.f the compact."

Mr. HIIjI.IAKD interposed with the r> mark that Congress
did r.ot reeogniae tbe constitutional authority of the ordioance
of 1787. They simply suthor.sed the pe.,pl,. the territory
to organize and maintain a government; but none of tbe
provisions of tbe set related to rlsvety.

Mr. MURPHY said his argument was that tbe ordinance
of 1787 waa confirmed by the e^insUteti i, He bad alloded
to the law to show that tr>e first Congress thereafter, cogni¬
sant as its memheramust hs»c Iwen of tie views of the framer*
of the conetitui i> >n,^S»ought the ronsti'ution had confirmed the
onhoance, and they passed this law for tbe pnrpna* of giving it
mora full effect That was the view in which he had need it

Mr. BAYLY (in bis erst) was understood to inquire if tbe
people of the Territory were consulted in Ibis "compact

Mr. MURPHY replied in tbe negativei they were not
there. But this waa/e eontract binding eeaentially upon the
people of the United Statea, Is-cause it wis voluntarily entered
into bjr them inviting settler* to go there. It was, there¬
fore, to bo taken in the Wrongest manner againet th- United
Metes. The geatismsa Croat Virginia had addressed to ths

House* tue argument thai in none of the laws esublis'iing
Territorial Governments hail this inhibition of slavery lieen
contained, except in the case of Wisconsin, and in that case

he had undertaken to explain it away. Now, it hia (Mr.
M.'») view wai correct, that this compact was binding on the
United States, there wo* no necessity of introducing it; it
was the law of the land ; aud, more, it was the supreme iuw,
a* it watt ratilh.l and contirmed by the constitution.
He came now to his second proposition : That Cotigws

possesses the piwer to legislate for territories acquiicii since
the adoption of the constitution, as an incideut to the power
to acquire, ex neeatHule; restrained only by the conditions
of the cession, nn by the prohibitions and limitations of the
constitution. Th.s covered th« territory which was really the
subject of their discussion- As regarded the territory north*
west of the Ohio, taere was no question raised in th;* Hou>e
or in the country. It was in view of the new territory to be
acquired in Mexico, comprising New Mexico and California,
that this question assumed its great importance ; and it was

in regard to that territory th|t be detuned this his proposition
to apply. Now, he held that the constitution did not conti 111-

piu'e the acquisition ol new territory. He found no pots er

expressed in the constitution to acquire new territory. He
admitted that where au expitesa power was granted it carried
with it all the powers ncci ssary to give it full force and etfcct.
But there was no express power conferred by the consti¬
tution to acquire territory ; \f there were, he called mi the
gentleman from Virginia or any other gentleman to point ituut.

Mr. BAYLY (in his seat) %as understood to refer the gen¬
tleman to the power to declare *ar.

Mr. MURPHY. Is that a po^er to acquire territory 1

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly.
Mr. MURPHY inquired of the gentleman if it was not in-

cideirul to that power, and also to the treaty power
1 It was

a mere incident. How did we acquire territory > By treaty
and by conquest. Was there any other power in the coutti-
tution authorizing the acquisition of territory

Mr. BAYLY. Noue. "

. .

Mr. MURPHY asked thegentleman, then, how thel uued
States acquired the territory composing the States of Alabama
and Mississippi } And how the territory of Oregon ' They
acquired the territory of Alabama and Mississippi by t'le ces¬

sion of Georgia, and the territory of Oregon by the discovery
of Gray. Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Buchanan, as he had al¬
ready observed, had, as Secretaries of State, 'aken the
position that that was the primary ground and rght of the
United States to Oregon, rtpnin W»4 no rights there : "he
had never followed up her discovery by settlement. It was

contended at the time, and might be now, that we had full
tight to that territory by the discovery ol Gray, and subsequent
colonization and settlement.

Now, we had the power to acquire territory not by an ori¬
ginal, express grant in the constitution, but lirst as incidental
to the expressed powers; and also as an incident to sove¬

reignty. He told the gentleman from Virginia he did not

deny the right to acquire territory, but he said the right by
which we acquired Alabama, Mississippi, aud Oregon was an

incident of nationality.
Mr. McLANE (the floor being yielded) explained thut in

the speech referred toby the gentleman from New York, (Mr.
Mi unit,) Mr. McLane, of Delaware, denied that the ordi-
nance of 1787 gave Congress any power to prohibit slavery
in the Nortnwestern Territory. Mr. McLane argued that
this ordinance was good for nothing, except so far as it was

supposed by some to be a compact; and as a compact would
have acted directly on the people going into eoid territory.
But Mr. McLane himself did not aduit it to be a compact,
ra'itied by com) etent parties to make a contract.

Mr. MURPHY s ated that he had taken the position that
the ordinance was a compact, and that that compact was rati¬
fied and confirmed by the constitution. He had referred to
the o dina ice of 1787 to show that it was a 'compact, and had
then gone < n to say that, according to the argument of Mr.
McL .sa, of Delaware, if a compac", it was ratified and con¬

firmed by the constitution. Mr. McL. said it was contirmed
us a compact, not as a law.

Mr. McLANE eaid he never acmitted it was a-compnct,
then or now. »

Mr. Ml RPHY said it was declared by the ordinance itself
to be compact; but he was g ing on, before this interruption,
to c n<der the question relative to tbe territory which was now

the tuhj it of their discussion. He had asserted that the pro¬
visions ft the ordinance of 1787 did not apply to that terri¬
tory ; he h'.d gone on further to say that there were certain
national j*>were.powers incident to this Government as a

sovereign, in common with all other civilized nations.which
we coud exercise, and that among them was the right to ac¬

quire tcrr t<>ry: and if we had not those powers, we had no

right tn the cession from Georgia of those two Southern States
which he had mentioned, and had no claim to Oregon on the
grontidof discovery.
Now, if we bad this power to acquire, be held that this

othT piwer to govern followed as an incident; and this was
no new d c'rine. It was laid down by Story, and by all the
writers mi the constitution, and was athrmed by decisions of
tbe Supreme Court

He! re proceeding to the authorities, however, let him a»k
if this Government bad the right to acquire territory, how it
was to be governed > It was not sovereign. He agreed with
the gentleman from Sowtb Carolina (Mr- Wuonwias) that

\ it was ¦ dependency, a province; the sovereignty was in Con-
grf sa. The territory bad not a single attribute of aovereignty:
it was not recognised as such by tbe sister Slates or by t»ie
world at large; it was dependant on tbe power which had the
right to acquire and itid acquire it; that waa the powerwhieh
bad the right to govern it under certain limitations, to which

' he would preaertty refer. If this was not the case, who was
to govern this territory 1 Would gentlemen tell him that that
power was to be referred to the people of the States independ¬
ent of the Congress; or was it to be exercieed by the Slate Go-
vernmenta 1 If the territories were not to be governed by the
people in it, or by the pe>ple of the States, or by the State
Governments, hnr, let htm ask, were they to be governed '

The right to govern the territories acquired must neceesanly
ex st in the Government which had the title, which had the
right to acquire.

lie had said that this principle had been aettled. It was
well known that the Supreme Court of the United States hail
again and again admitted the right of Congress to legislate for
the territories under the clause of the constitution which au¬
thorized them to make "all needfal rules and regulations,"
ite. He did not coincide with that ii> w. But they had gone
further t (bey had recognised tbe principle which be now es-

serted. Sustained by such authority, be thought be might
.eeums this position with confidence. Chief Justice Marshall
declared, in tbe cass of the American Insurance Company et
al. as. Canter, that.

.. I'erhapa the power of governing a territory belonging to
the Uailrd SWm, which hu not, by Wming ¦ State, acquired
the meaaa of aeit-govrmmrnt, rnay retail necctwrily, from the
tact* that it ia not within the jurisdiction of any particular
State, and ia within the power and jurisdiction of the United
Staiea The right to govern may he the inevitable coaaequence
of the right to acquire territory."
The principle wan laid down by all ot» elementary writer*.

Story, Rawle, and other*.that the power to govern did not
real either ia the people who inhabit the territories or in the
several Stales in their separate capacities, or in the people of
the Htates < for, if this was the case, it would not be axerci>ed
at all i bat that it waa a necessary incident to the right to

acquire.
He now came to his third proposition.that, until CongrrM

panes new laws over acquired territory, the old munici|wl
laws of (he former Government* remain in force, subject only
to the conditions annexed to the cession and the limitations of
the constitution t and every person settling there is subject to
the old laws. He made this point in reference to Maw Mexi¬
co and California. They were settled countries, subject to
crvil law*. It waa asserted that the Government of Mexico,
having the right orer those territories, had prohibited eleven
in Mexico and California. But, whether thia was so or

tint, be was discussing the pnnap'e whether a free Territory
eetiM be made a slave TcorUory except by Uk pu»itt~- author)

ty of Con«rea*. He supposed, however, that slavery had
been aliolished by the Government of Maxico in these territo-
riea. Now, if thrre were no laws made by Conjjreae, he aakeJ
how wete the peo|>le of these acquired territ^ni - to be gowtvn*
ed ortil f'ongreaa did make lawa for them ' Were they not,
from ''le necessity of tha case, to be governed by the laws » bieh
exialrd there liefore tbey were acquired by ua ' What weft
the precedents ' What were tha lawa in Florida ami
until Coneres* prescribed lawa for them ' Why, the old lawa
which prr vaj|*j Uf »re their cession.

And thi* principle waa recognised by all writer* >m public J
law It would be toond laid down in BIschMone. He lagged
to refer the committee, however, to the opinion <4 Lord .Mans¬
field, *i the cane Campbell m. Hall } Cooper's Report vol. 1
p. 20f, from which he would read the following extract:

.. A grest deal hat been said and many authorities cited re*
Istive ki propositi"na, in which both tide* aeeni to fie perfectly

ami which indeed are too clear to be aonlroverted. I
will * te the proportion* at large, and the fir*t ia thia:

"_A oim'ry eot.qaered by the llritith arma becorr>»-i a do-
miniot. of tin King in the right of hia crown, and, therefore,
neee»» >ly »ul je«t u> the legislature.the Parliatiiri.i of f.reat
Brltaih

." Tli- second it, that the conquered inhabitants, once re¬
ceived i ,der the King's protection. In-come aubjeett, and are
to b»- niiteraaily contidered in that light, not aa enemies or
aliens
" Thi iliird, that the article* of capitulation upon which tha

coontr) ( tiirrendt-red, and the articlea of peace liy which it
ia acded an nacrcd and inviolable according to their true ia-
tent and in< aning>"1h> fourth, that the law and legitlatire government of
every d>n,j.,on equally affects all pcraona and all prop-rty
within t.e limit* thereof, and it the rule of deeition for all
naeatimi which ante there. Whoever ptirahaaea, live*, or

j die* the i!, |>*ita himself under the law ol the place An Kng-
liahman . Ireland, Minora ., the I*le of Man, or the Plants-

j tioaa, ha. u» privilege diatinc' Iron the aative*.
««Tb. -.Oh, that the lawa of a conquered eoontry continue

in force >i»ti1 they are altered by the conqueror."
Accanu.g to theae propootiona, the Territories of California

and iNnwMeiico wil! lie free territories if slavery doea net now
cxirt th*e, and slavery cool/1 not ha introduced there except
by the ac of the seven ign power exercised over tha territories

,' which txsts in the Congreaa of tha United State*. Slavery

coulti not exiat, either by the common L* or by the civil law
of Spain, except by positive enactment. He w ould refer to
the cane of the negro Somerset, in 1772, n England, decidcd
by Loid Mansfield, for the common law dcctrine, and to John¬
son's Institutes of the Civil Law of Spain for the rule ot that
law. Slavery is contra nuturam ,. it mu>t be established by
law, and is not to be presumed. It aptemed, therefore, to
him that it was much more importaut for the Sauth to estab¬
lish the power of Congrats* over the subj.cttliaii for the North.
But he did not invite the question here i he deprecated it for
the>uke of the 1'nion. But he felt bouni to say to the gen-

Itlemon from the Mouth, "beware." If this subject tame

into these halls it urns: be brought hero by gentlemen from
(he South seeking to establish slavery in the new territory,
und he would, in a spirit of frankness, admonish them to
beware how they came in collision will the fiee sentiment
of the North. When it should be brought here properly it
would be met by representatives upon th-'ir responsibility to
their constituents and the constitution.

Having but a veiy limited time he shculd hurry along to
moke some general observations on this su'jt-ct. He bad no
wish to discuss the question of slavery u its moral, eocial,
and political aspects, except so far as war necessary to make
himself understood in discussing the questiou ot power which
had been brought into controversy.

But it was proper at this time, when there was so much
ngi'ation throughout the country on this subject, that, in or¬
der that he might not be misunderstood 11 the views which
he had taken, he should express succinct!.- what his opinions
were. He regarded slavery as the gen Icruan from South
Carolina did.not as an institution. It iva* a perversion of
terms t~> call it an institution, much lees t republican institu¬
tion. He regarded it as a condition of Ife which has been
recognised by all laws, human and diving from the founda¬
tion of the world in all countries to a lata period ; and is still
in a large portion of the world. It exised by virtue of the
principle of early international law that tie conqueror has the
right to dispose of the conquered. It was ecognised under the
MoBiiic dispensation.
And hence, finding slavery existing ir a large portion of

this country, into which it was introduce! without our eiforts
and brought here without our consent, hf was disposed to pay
it that respect which every other kind of roperty of whatever
nature was eutitled to. And palsied be he hand that should
interfere with the rights ot the Stales to control slavery within'
their own limits ? When the question comes here and comes

legitimately, he hoped every mair^ whether from the North or

South, would be ready to meet it and to give a vote that will
be consistent with the principles of the constitution, and, sub¬
ordinacy thereto, reflective of the views of the constituents
whom he represents ; and if it comes here improperly let every
hand be sternly raised to put it hence. Be lived in a free
State, as it was called.a State in which there were tree ne¬

groes, and he would assert, from his own personal observation,
that it was impossible for the two races to live together on
either a social or political equality.

. The people of the State in which he livoi h-.d recently
been called upon to vote on this question, and, by a majority
of one hundred and forty thousand they had refused to ex¬
tend to the free blacks the right of suffrage as;enjoyed by the
whites. Why was that } Because it was repugnant to the
feelings of the white population. We wer<( taught by our
mothers to avoid all communication with them i and the theo¬
rists and Utopians nevi r would be able to bring about an amal¬
gamation. There can l>e no commingling of the blood of the
risers, aud yet that had been said lo be the only way in which
the barrier could be broken down.

While, then, the negroes remained tbis inferior race, they
were doing them injustice by giving t them their freedom.
When he heard the other day of the incident which occurnd
in this District.he alluded to the carrying of several slaves
down the river.be felt great pity, not lor the owner of the
ve-: el nor for the owners of the slave*, but for the slaves them¬
selves. He lutew that the moment they left their compara¬
tively happy homes and were landed in a free State, they
would be the objccts oi contumely and - corn, and would 6oon
become adepts in vice and crime. Let him ask gentlemen
who wished to cairy slaves to the ?i"orth, what would have
become of them if they had been trau^Vrred there ?

It was a well-established fact that the number of free ne-

groes were rapidly decreasing in many of the New England
States, and simply because the free negroes are forced to ha
vicious. They are not allowed to as-ociate with the whites,
They are driven from the employment of the whites. The
womeu become degraded, and the men thieves. They can-
not live in the fiee States and be perpetuated ; and he ap-
pealed to the friends of humanity 1} let them remain where
they are, unless they can be einanc pateJ entirely and aent to
Africa. He could not Ixlieve that this black race had been
diminished by amalgamation. He knew, ho»e-er, that there
wis high authority recommending that course for the extinc¬
tion of the blacka in the fiee States.
One of the greatest men of New England recommended,

fifty years ago, that this process she" Id go on. He held in
his hand a sermon by the distinguished Jonathan Edwards, in
which he said:
"It it not to be doubted but that the negroes in the Xor.h-

ern States also will in time inix with the common mass of
the people. Bat we have this consolation, th\t, as they are
so imull a proportion of the iuhabitauts, when timed wiih tin-
rest they will not produce any very sensible diversity of
color."

If that was to bo the consequence, he wrtilJ say, keep your
slaves in the South, and he would go for irfacting lawa of a

most penal character against any who shall bring the wretch¬
ed !>eings to our territories, there to taint the Uoud of the whites
or to destroy their own race by vicious cour»*.

Perhaps it might be doubted that such was'he tact, that the
numbers of the free negroes so sensibly decreired in the New
England States. But he held in his hand t copy of the re¬

port of the committee of the city council appointed to obtain
the census of Boston fpr the year 1846, by Lemuel Shattuck,
which gave some important information on tbis subject. The
colored population of Boston, in 1830, appear* in that report
to have been 1,876; in 1845 it was 1,842. While the white
population has been increasing in that city the blacks hsve
been decreasing. It appeara from the same nble that in 1742
the blacka were to the whites as eight to ninet}-two. In 1846
it was as one and sixty-one hundredths to nin-ty-eight. And
this wss the most favorable location to make the comparison,
for it was in cities that the blacks congregated If we look at
some of the New England States we find tfc> decrease most
marked. Thus, in New Hampshire the nun her in 1820 was

r78< in 1830, 604; and in 1840, 637. Ii Rhode Island
the number decreased from 3,660 in 1820 to 3,280 in 1840 t
in Vermon*. from 903 to 730 in the same tine and in Con¬
necticut

i nr railing 01 me ' nairman s nnmmrr, ar.i >uncing tne ex¬

piration of hi* allotted boar, prevented the cmiletion of tbe
.entence, and the honorable gentleman reeutn d his seat.

Thi rwdav, May 18,184fc.
THE WAR.ITS COST.PRESIDENTIAL, Ac.

Mr. COCKE, who bad the floor from yeserday, rose and
»aid he was aware that the remarks which be propoeed to
make to tbe committee were not strictly in viler, but they
would not be inconsistent with custom , forit v» usual, when
the House was in Committee of tbe Whole or. the elate of the
Union, lor gentlemen to indulge in a wide latitude, in the dte¬
rm*ion of any question that might be andei onsideration.
This was hie apology for the train of argument m which be
should indulge this morning.

It was not hie purpoee to discuss at lartje tbe origin of the
war with Mexico in which the country is engaged. He wsa

fully seneibie that he could not furnish to tbe committee any
new views on that subject, for it bad been thoroughly exam¬
ined and ably discussed by otbera, and long ere this every
member of this House and the people of the country bed
formed an opinion upon that greet question. He should not,
then, for H was unnecessary, detain tbe committee with a dis¬
cussion of the origin, rise, and progress of the war with Mexi¬
co. Hie purpoee wae to diaeues some other questions inti¬
mately connected with the policy which the present .Adaainis-
tration had pursued during ita term of service.

At an enriy period of this session an amendment waa submit¬
ted to a resolution, by tbe gentleman Maaeecbosetts,
(Mr. A«hwc*,) which declared "that this war was unnecessa¬

rily and unconstitutionally commenced by th» President of tbe
United Ht .tee," and for that amendment hi gave bis vote. He
was then governed by tbe convictions of bia beat judgment
and a sense of public duty ; and, after nature consideration
and deep reflection, he was enabled to say that be bed never,
in tbe wbole cour-e of hie life, been more fully convinced of
tbe truth of any sentiment than he now wai of the troth of the
averment of that amendment. It waa to km bo new proposi¬
tion ; for in tbe last canvass, before tbe people of bis own dis¬
trict, on every occasion when an opportmity presented itself,
he lock tbe same gtound respecting the or gin of that war, and
he was triumphantly euttained by tbe i»>p|e. In abort, in
giving the vote to which he had referred ><. was representing
truly tbe feeling* and se/itimente of the {-opto of the second
Congressional district of Tennessee., which he had the honor
to reprevent.
He deeired also to allude for a m ¦rrcoi to a vote which be

gave during tbe last session of Congrew on an amendment
submitted by hie honorable friend from Kentucky (Mr. Bote)
to the preamble of the bill that was paaord during that Congiesa,
which declared that tbe war was comir. nced by the act of
Mexico. He voted for that amendment; lot, as had been said
by the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. Rarrr,) in an

early debate in thia House on tbe subject, he did not consider
tbe preamble a part of the bill. In this vow many other gen¬
tlemen participated who voted on opposit* sides on the same

question. The uentl<4nen from Keotucbf, (Mr. Bern,) in
Committee of the Whole, proposed to stoke out the first sec1
tiou of tbe original bill, which wsi highly improper, because
it fixed no limit as to the force to be called into service ; it fix¬
ed no limit aa to the length of eervicr ; t*r did it make an ap¬
propriation of a single ilollar. The amenlment did. It placed
at the diepoeel of the President ten mtllifns of dollars, aotho
rixed bim to call into service fifty thomand volunteers, and
likewise limited tbe time of their service. But because it coo

tniaed the preamble, while in committal he voted against it,
hoping, if it was rejected, that a suitable intendment would be
offered and adopted. But the amendmnt wae adopted by the
committee, and reported to the House. Phe critical condition

of Gtn. Taylor and hi* army on the Rio Grande Emitted of
no delay, and he voted for the amendment because he consi-
dered it lean objectionable than the original section in the
bill, proteating at the aame time that the preamble waa
not tiue, arid (hat it had no necessary connexion with the
bill. Many of hia Democratic frienda on the other aide of the
House voted against that umendment, and afterwards for
the hill in which it waa incorporated, but did not conaider
that they were voting for the preamble, which they con¬
tended waa no part of the bill. And th»t waa the light in
which he (Mr. C.) considered it. He did not believe that
the incoptioii or the beginning of thia war waa the act of Mexi¬
co, Although it had been contended by many that we had hud
tor aeveral yeara umple cauee of war against her. On the
contrary, he lirmly believed that the first act of war waa
committed by the President of the United Slates. The
President assumed the power to ordor the army into a

territory that was disputed, and in the possession of Mexico.
It was a question which had been pending between this Gov¬
ernment and the Government of Mexico from the lime Texas
was admitted into this I nion. In the resolution! by which
I ma* wan received into this confederacy the point waa reaerv-
ed to thia Government, and not to the President, who had no
right lo determine a question of boundury, which waa then the
subject of negotiation, or at least was open to negotiation.
After Texas was annexed to tho United States, and became a

part of the Union, he was willing to regard her aa a aiBter
S:atc in this confederacy, and to extend to her that protection
which thia Government waa bound to afford to every other
State of thia Union ; and every citizen of Texas who had emi¬
grated thither, and felled the timber of ita forests, and tilled ila
aoil, and erected tho l.g huta that studded ita aurface, had an

equal claim on thia Government for protection with any otber
Citizen of even the oldest States. But it became an important
question for consideration at what point were they to find
the unqueationed frontier of Texas.

Mr. Donelaon, in a communication written by him on thia
subject, pointed out Corpua Christi as a place that might with
propriety be occupied by Gen. Taylor, and as a place which
presented conveniences for the furnishing of supplies to our

troops. Gen. Taylor did go to Coipua Chriati, and there re¬
mained for twelve months in peace and quii.t; and not until
the President aaauir.cd the power to order tho advance march
into disputed territory was the peace broken. Peace then
existed between the two republica; and in whom was tho
power veated by the conatitution to change the relation- of the
two countries from peace to war > Certainly not in the Ex¬
ecutive department of thia Government. The power waa veat¬
ed exclusively in Congress, and the exerciae of each power by
the President was an aaaumplion of ita righta and powers and
duties. The occupation of the disputed territory, while
Mexico waa in possession of it, waa an act of war; it was
an act of war committed by the President of the United
States, while tho conatitution clearly and unequivocally
vested that power in Congress. The President had no right
to do it; and hence the order of the I.'1th January, 1846, di
recting Gen. Taylor to march his troops and take a position
on the left bank of the R:o Grande, was an act of war, and an

unnecessary and unconatitutional act, hy which all tho horrors
01 war have been made familiar to the two republics.
He waa aware it had been urged that the President had

sent to Mexico a messenger of j>ea?e in the person of Mr.
SliJcll; but if all the inatructions given to Mr. Stidell were
made known, he felt satisfied that it would appear that even

the President did not then regard the Rio Grande as the west¬
ern boundary of Texas. It became all-important, therefore,
to the Adminis'ration that those instructions ehould be with¬
held from the people. Give to them publicity, and the argu¬
ments ol tho frienda of tho present Executive would be at once
overthrown and their lips would forever Ins sealed on thia quea-
tion. It was, therefore, the interest of that party not to com¬

municate them. The gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Tuhxkr)
had told them that if these instructions were communicated
they would give important information to the enemy. His
language waa aa follows :
" I| W|ll be apparent that sound policy required, that while

negotiations for pcace were pending, those instructions should
not be mads public, for it is well known that whatever is pub-
lished in this House soon find* its way into Mexico, and it the
importance the President attaches to the purchase of the bay
ol San Pcancisco should be mailr known to Mexico, it would
induce them to hold out for the most exorbitaut terms."
Now, although those instruction* had not been communi-

rated to. this House, they had somehow found their way into
the newspapers, and the gentleman from Illinois had abown
an intimate acquaintance with their contents. Their unofli-
cial publication perhaps might attach to them some distrust,
but had not the gentleman from lllinoia, in daring, aa a mem-
ber of the President's party, to malie such disclosures thus
authoritatively, exposed himself to the charge of affording
" aid and comfort to the enemy*" However that might be,
the disclosures had clearly shown that Mr. Slidclfs mission
was nr,t so much to restore fiiendiy relations between the two
republics as to acquire New Mexico and California. It was
apparent that he was sent out to promote another scheme of'
annexation whirh the President then had in contemplation.
But, besides that scheme, what were Mr. Slidell's instructions'
Why, to obtain the Rio Grande as the boundary, from its;
mouth to its source, including Mew Mexico, for which he was'
aathoriasd to offer five millions of dollars. And for the acqui-!
aition of California, including Monterey, he was authorized
to offer twenty-five mdliona ol dollars ; and, on the completion
of-either bargain, this Government would undertake to settle
with our citizens who have claims for spoliations on Mexico.

Well, it was understood that a treaty had been ratified on
the part of our Government, though he would not undertake
to say positively what were its terms, aa they were not offi¬
cially made known. Its provisions, nevertheless, were said
to have crept into the newspapers* and, as he had not seen

them contradicted, be ( resumed some reliance might be placed
on them. They must not, however, forget that the Pre-i-1
dent's object, from which be had proclaimed he would not
swerve, was " indemnity for the past and security for the fu-1
ture." This was echord from the President by the " Union,"
hia organ, and it had beeome the burden of the aong of De¬
mocracy throughout the land.
" Indemnity for the past and aecurity for the future !"

W hy, as he had shown, Mr. Slidell was instructed to offer
twenty-five millions of dollars for certain acquisitiona and a

boundary, in the first inatance j and our own Government, if
reporta were true, had agreed to pay upwards of twenty mil¬
lions of dollars by a treaty which would secure to us the terri-
tory which Mr. Slidell was instructed to purchase for twenty-
five millions. What, (ben,.became of "indemnity for the
past and security for the future f Was nothing meant by
that assertion of a determination on the part of the President;
or was it merely used to hoodwink the people > How could
the President escape from the charge of insincerity ? Whet
said the President, in his last annual message, on this subject,
for he de»ired to give the President the benefit of his own
statement' On page 8 he says :
" The doctrine of no territory is the doctrine of no indem¬

nity ; and, if sanctioned, would be a public acknowledgment
that our country wai wrong, and that the war declared by
Congress with extrsordinsry unanimity wai unjust, and should
be abandoned j an admission unfounded in bet and derradinr
to the national character."
And again, on page 14, be aaya :
" In my annual message to Congress, in December last, I

declared that * the war lias not been waged with a view tocon-
quest, but, having been commenced by Mexico, it has been
carried into the enemy's country, and will be vigorously pre¬
sented there, with a view to obtain an honorable peace, and
therebv secure ample indemnity for the expenses of the wsr,
as well as to our muelt-injured citizens, who hold large pecu¬
niary demands against Mexieo.' Such, in my judgment, eon-

'? .

our ,nlt policy ; indeed, the only policy which
will probably secure a permanent peace."
And, on page 14, be again says:
" We demand an honorable peace, and that peace mnst

bring with it indemnity for the past and security for Ihe future."
Such were the professions of the President. " Indemnity

for the peat and aaourily (or future " Waa his determination,
and no treaty that did not contain these provisions, he told
them emphatically, would meet his sanction and approval |
and yet he had adopted a treaty made by an unauthorised
agent with Mexico, securing to us New Mexico and Califor¬
nia on the payment of twenty millions of dollars.a sum much
greater than the whole of that territory was worth » ami, in
addition to that, we were to assume the debu due to private
citizens for spoliations. Where, then, he again asked, Waa
thia vaunted «. indemnity for the past and aeeurity for the fu¬
ture >" Where was the indemnity for the expenses of the war >

Ami, he might well ask, what were the expenses of the war >

Did the committee know what this war was to coat us ? For
two long years we have been engaged in a war, and what is
to be ita cost > Was it intended to ea'imate New Mexico and
Calif ornia aa eqoal in value to the expenses of that war, toge¬
ther with the twenty milHona that we were to pay for those
territories ' Waa that the purpose of this Administration '

Again, he aaked, what are,the expenses of thia war } What
were the appropriations which Congress had made for ita pro¬
secution He had undertsken to make a calculation of these
expense*, and he found that Congress had appropriated alrea¬
dy, including the twenty millions which was to be paid under
the treaty ami an estimate of the public landa which were lo
be given to the soldiers who had aerved in Mexico, the sum of
$ 105,751,301.5ft. This sum was exclusive of the expenses
of the several Htatea in furnishing necessary supplies to the
troops before they were mustered into service, and the amount
that would he requisite to bring the troopa home. And, be¬
yond all this, there was the large amount to be paid to our

gallant soldmrs and their widows, in the wav of pensions.
Such waa a rough estimate of the expenses of this war < and
did they seriously propose to value New Mexico and Califor¬
nia at that amoont > Why, if the war were wound up to-day,
the cost of it would not he lese than two hundred millions of
dollars.not a cent leas. And would they value this acquisi¬
tion of territory at two hundred milliona of dollars ' He could
not believe that such an idea was entertained in any quartet.

But again : if Mexico owea our cititensffve millions of dot»
Isrs, and she was to be held responsible for the expenses of
the war, as the President assured them she should be, why
ahould we pay to ber fifteen millions of dollars > Why should
one cent be paid to ber ' This territory, which we were to
acquire, waa not worth one-tenth of the amount which the

war has cost us, acd yet we were to obiain 'J indemnity for
the past and security for the future" iy paying to her fifteen
millions of dollars. Oh ! it was all a lumhug, and a gross at¬
tempt to delude the honest people of th country, who have too
long confided in this Administrati s Ho was very much
pleased a few days since with an illuMvtion given by the gen¬
tleman from Indiana (Mr. K * u h£t) uf the uuiount of the
cost of this expensive war. The id« u vu* a familiar and a

happy one, and it was calculated to the minds of the
people with great force. it brought thl subject before them
in a manner by which it could be uudersbod. H« (Mr. C.)
had had occasion to follow out that rtritleman's train of
thought, and he had submitted to the same (lustration the larger
amount which we have now expended. 'J^ie gentleman from
Indiana (Mr Enhrxx) estimated the expenses of the war by
wagon leads, and he allowed 35 cwt. to a earn, and that was
a got d load, iri his (Mr. C.'s) judgment, ttyugh there might
be a few teams in Pennsylvania equal to a greater load.
Assuming, however, that calculation, and liking the amount
of our expenditures at 105,000,000, we Ii4 1,857 wagon
loads of silver dollars. And how far did the^alculate those
teams would reach > Why, when moving i* a direct line,
they would extend more than twenty-one miltk, even when
following close upon each other. But that wi»i not all. To
the sum which he had stated as the umount of\our expendi¬
tures must be added the interest on the debt which had been
incurred. And how much would that amount to ? Why,to
over six millions annually*

Mr. STEPHENS. Which is to go to Europe.
Mr. COCKE. Yes, as had been suggested by the gentle¬

man from Georgia, which is to go to Europe. Now, apply
the mode of illustration of the gentleman from Indiana to this
annual interest, and they would see 112 wagon loads of sil¬
ver dollars, extending s inile and a quarter in length, bear¬
ing over six millions of dollars a year to oar seacoast, to bs
ship|>ed to foreign lands, for the benefit of men of other na¬
tions ; and yet, ob shameless hypocrisy ! the President was

obtaining for us " indemnity for the past and security for the
future !"

This, however, was only the money consideration ; and if
that were all, gladly, oh how gladly, would he be willing to
engulf it in the ocean, and bury it forever from human re¬
membrance. " Indemnity for the past!" What indemnity
would they give to those sonless mothers who have been be¬
reft of the comfort of their age in this desolating war ? What
««indemnity" had theJ to offer to console the sorrows of
widowhood ? Were the lives of sons and husbands estimated
at nothing ? Were they of no account) Was the cost of
this war merely a cost of dollars and cents * Were they alive
to no other than mercenary considerations f Was the host
of gallant spirits lost in this war to sink beneath the value of
dross ? If the mighty host of brave men who have fallen in
this strife of arms could be restored to their friends and their
country ; if this country could be restored to its condition at
the period when this war began, he would forget that we had
sacrificed millions of wealth in the conflict. He had before
him an estimate of the number of men lost in this war, in a

report from the Adjutant General, in compliance with a reso¬
lution of this House. This report exhibited the number of
deaths according to ihe last returns, specifying those killed in
battle and thon» who died of their wounds, together with
those who have died in conscqucnce of diseases to which
the service had subjected them. And what did the com¬
mittee think the loss of the country amounted to in human
lives ? Why, 7,907 gallant spirits had fallen in battle or died
of their wounds

Mr. STEPHENS. And how many have died of disease
incidental to the service in the hospitals ?

Mr. COCKE. Yes, how many have silently passed away,
where death (talks abroad like " destruction that wasteth at noon¬
day ," whoc«n tell ? Of those discharged from the service for
disability thif report shows there were 0,558, but how many of
those died or. their way to their homes after their discharge no
statement could be made. At least one-third had doubtless died
of diseases cjntractsd in the service, and the total sacrifice of
lives in battle and by diseases could not fall short of fifteen
thousand. And to all this add those mangled frames that
have succeeded in reaching their homes, as melancholy mon¬
uments daily to remind us of the horrid carnage and destruc¬
tion and deflation that were consequent on wars! They
could not piss through the streets even now without meeting
the remnants of men whose limbs had been torn from their
bodies.

But look igain at the disastrous effects of this war over Ihe
whole country, and not alone on the brave Soldiers who have
fought our battles. Behold the widows and orphans that have
been left hu-bsndless and fatherless. How were (hey going
to "indemnify" them for the past, and give them "security"
for the future ' Go to the country, visit their mountain homes,
bunt out the widows and orphans, enter the hovels of sorrow
and misfortune, witness their desolation, and then talk to them
of " indemnity for the past and security for the future." What
indemnity will restore a husband to the widow, and a father
to the fatherless * On whom were they to lean now that their
earthly stay and support was gone > Oh! goto them in their
wretchedness and talk to them of "indemnity," and their
tears would fall like burning curses upon your garments.
Bravely did our soldiers bear aloft the banner of our country
in Mexico. Wherever danger was present they were ready
to rally. On every battle field of Mexico how much of the
best blood of our land has been poured out as au evidence of
their devotion to their country. How sanguinary soever the
conflict might be, they followed wherever they were called
upon to go< and the be«t and noblest spirits of which this
country could boast have been offered up on the altar of their
country, and yet the place of their burial if forgotten and un-
kuqwn. But the little streams thai burst fresh from the bloody
heights of Cerro Gordo, trickling on their winding way to the
ocean, |tnunr.ur the requium of the gallant dead, wbile the
dreary valley of Mexico.

" Waves abov-' them htr green leaves.
Dewy with Nature's tear drops . . .

Grieving, ifsu^ht inanimate e'er grieves,

To this whole country the President of the United Slate*
wu nnnwcrable for bribing on this calamitous war, and the
people would hold him tnd the party that sustained him to a

atrict account.
But to proceed : Will the treaty be ratified hy both Gov¬

ernments who are parte* to it? There were many who
thought it would not be ratified j and why waa it so ' There
were reasons sufficient o justify the spprehension that it
would not be ratified by Mexico. The course pursued by this
Administration towards oir generals in Mexico would doubt¬
less havejts influence in producing such' a result. What had
it done * Why, the negotiator of the treaty had been ordered
under arreet and to be seit out of the country in the face of
the enemy. And, in sedition, the gallant Scott, who had
been invincible in every lard fought field, and wboee name
filled the enemy with despair and despondency, had been
stricken down in his glory, while the laurel wreath of victory
encircled his brow, and in the face of the enemy he had been
ordered home in apparent disgrace. And could it be sup-
posed that this attempt lo disgrace the old soldier would hive
no influence on Mexico > Strange, indeed, it would be if it
bad not. And why had tbia been done ? Because he hsd
dared to execute an old army order which bad been revived
by the War Department for a special purpose ; that purpose
being to insult snd degrade another victorious soldier (Gen.
Taylor) for writing a confidential letter to an old, intimate,
and gallant friend.Gen. Gaines. For that Gen. Taylor was

insultingly censured by the Secretary of War, and this old or¬
der was revived to punish him if be should again venture upon
its violation. But, for executing that order, which he bad
been commanded to execute, Gen. 8coU had been suspended
from his command snd ordered' home. This Administration
had a fearful account to render to the American people for such
conduct.

In the course of some three or four days there would
be a Convention held at Baltimore. A Democratic Conven¬
tion assembled there four years ago, and gave to thia Union its
pnwrtrt Eis«trthre ; and the Convetation to sit next week waa
to select their candidate for that office for the next term of four
years. In anticipation of that event, he had been anxiously
looking for something from his colleagues on the other aide of
the House in defcnee of this Administration, that the claims of
the present occupsnt of the Presidential chair might go before
that Convention. But they have manifested a studied silence ;

they have had nothing to say on that subject. He had been ex¬

ceedingly solicitor to hear them aay something respecting the
next Presidency, and the claims of their favorite candidate.
As a Tennessran, who had a proper regard for the credit of
his State, as his >llesgues refused to my any thing, and de¬
clined to present the claims of th« President, he would con¬
sider himself as cognsrl assigned by the balance of thedelega
tion to present thtae claims, and endeavor to secure for him
due consideration from that body < and, if he succeeded in
nothing else, he hoped be should suooeed in obtaining for the
accused a fair trial

Mr. G. W. JONES said, as the friends of his colleague
were in great difficulty about the selection of a candidate for
themselves, they htl better try the President ss their csndidste

Mr. COCK E wu surprised to bear that the party of hia col¬
league (Mr. G. W. Josss) were ready to throw him over¬
board.

Mr. JON EH *<), whoever they did throw overboard gene¬
rally went to his colleague's party, snd by it were promoted.

Mr. COCKE did the accessions to the ranks of his party
from those of his rolleague'a were not thoee who had been
thrown overboard, hut those who had left them in disgust.
You never throw my overboard, no matter bow much they
sin. You hsve a<ne to spsre.His time, how*er, wss rapidly passing away, snd b« most
proceed with his advocacy, as assigned counsel of the present
Executive, whom he was presenting *> the nation, and parti¬
cularly to the Malimore Convention, which was to meet next
Mondsy to non^-tate a candidate for the Presidency. He
wished it to he tistinctly understood that he wss preeenting
the claims of a fenneseeen for the next Presidency. And
he wished to gist some reasons why tho* claims should be
highly estimated But four vears ago the candidate that he
presented to tb#n was tbs Samson of their party ; he was

deemed the atrolgeat man ; and who M-day bad shorn him
of his strength > Had he not strength enough to stand before
the Baltimore Omventioa f Had he iot om solitary friend

left to present his name ' Singular, indeeJ, in ita coc4;c
tion must that Convention be, if it could not furnish one friei
to sustain him who t>ut four year* ago waa iheir Bam»or:. «

He waa not aure that the lialtiinore Convention could n

initiate any body, for it would be a heterogeneous aaoemblag
It would coriHst of Wilmut Piovj*o men ai:d anti-Wilm
Proviso m«n, of Old Hunkers and Barnburner*, of fifty-foi
loity men and who only went to foity-nine, of tar
men and auti-tarill men, intem»l improvement men and an

internal improvement men, spoiler* and anti-spoilers, warriu
and anti-wuniora, itidtimniliers uud no indeainifiers, and
vauety of other hues and color* too tedtoua to mention. Ar
how wu« all this heterogeneous mars to harmonize, except b
taking the "moilel ' Why, nut to renominate the prefer
Lxecutive would be a violation of party usage. Hiihert
every Democratic President had beeti renominated, and wl
should the present be an exception > To be sure, it had he<
asserted that he had expressed a de.ire to retire at the clo
nl his present term, but he had asserted that he would hai
hhy-four forty, and then took forty-nine j and, aa a friy
near bim said, that meant nothing. He repeated, then, th
it would be a violation of party usage to deny to him the r

nomination, for it had been hitherto invariably done. It wt

given to General Jackson, and to Mr. Van Buren it was give
twice and proposed to be given a third time, and woul
have been Riven by a majority.

II the present Executive waa their strongest man four veai
ago, why was he not to now ? What issue had arisen t
blight his pronpects * If he should not be renominated,
would l>e a tacit admission by hia own party that they wer
afraid to go to the people on the war and other issues whicl
grew out of it, and be considered by the country as a virtm
condemnation of his Administration by the Democracy in Con
vention assembled. If his time waa not so nearly exhausted h
would call their attention to other considerations; he coul
not,- however, abatain from reading an extract from a recen
article by Mr. Ritchie, the editor of the Executive organ, th<
Lnion. That gentleman said :
" Never since this Government was established has any Ad

ministration been truer than the present to the principles am
the pledges on which it came into power. Whatever may b,
said ol it hereafter, either by friend or foe, this its great praise
ot absolute fidelity to the recorded principles of the imrty th*
made it, can neither be gainsaid nor denied."

Truer to the principles and pledges on whieh it came int.
power ! What were those " principlea and pledges ?" Spoils
A most odious and extensive sy»t«m of spoils. And had am
Administration been truer to thoae "principlea" than the pre
sent > 1 he present Executive haa done much for the patty,
espemUy for those from whom he wceived his nomination.
W hat had he done for them > He (Mr. C.) had taken th<
pains to gather materials by which to show the manner ir
which the President has rewarded those who tendered him the
nomination, and perhaps an exhibition of theae facts miehi
have some influence on the approaching Baltimore Conven¬
tion. He wished the House to remember that He was only
acting as assigned counsel, believing that if he (Mr. C.) did
not undertake the caae, the President would be entuely over¬
looked.

had looked over the list of the Delegates to the last Bal¬
timore Convention, and to show to the House and to the
country how the President had rewarded his friends and their
connexions, he begged their attention to the document which
he had prepared. It waa aa follows :

~

Delegates to^the Baltimore Democratic Convention in Mau
18-U, -who have beat ^-warded bu Mr. Path, and the amowit
oj the public money -which each hat received or -will receive

I during hit administration.
Robert J. VI alkcr, Secretary of the Treasury.... ..524,000 00
George Bancroft, Secretary of the Navy 12,000
Do. do. as Minister to Great Britain.31,*500

n i lt,~
13,500 00-!

t^ave Johnson, Postmaster General 24 <XX) 00
Nathan CI.(ford, Attorney General 4,350

' .

Do. do. Commissioner to Mexico....2**500
n l u t t n «.. .

.86,850 00
Kulph J. Ingersoll, Minister to Russia. 31,500
Son ol the Minister as Secretary of Legation.. 4,000

. .
35,500 00

KomulusM. Panders, Minister to Sp»in 40,500 00
Ueorge W. Hopkins, Charge to Portugal 14,625 00
Amlrtrw J. Donelson, Minister to Prussia 49,500 00
John \\ . Davis, Commissioner tn China 0,000 00
lienjamin G. Shields, Charge to Venezuela........18,000 00
Henry Hubbard, Subtrcasurer at Boston 6,500 00
Marcus Morton, Collector of the Customs, Boston.25,600 00
1 hiness Allen, reappointed Postmaster at Pittsiield,

Miissachusetts 039 48
C. G. Greene, Public Printer, Boston, salary unknown'.
It. Hantoul, jr., District Attorney for Miissachusetts 16,000 00
Isaac H. Wright, appointed Navv Agent, and reject¬

ed by the Senate.
If. K. Smith, Postmaster at Buffalo, N. Y 6,847 84
Benjamin I. Butler, U. S. District Attorney lor the

Southern District of New York...., 24,000 00
John L. Dawson, U. S. District Attorney, for the

Weitffu District of Pennsylvana, talarv unknown.
Daniel S. Bizer, Inspector of Customs, Baltimore.. .4,038 00
Gabriel Holmes, District Attorney for North Caro¬

lina, salary unknown,
lY'n ' 1011 Paymaster in the Army 3,000 00
II. B. Turner, Postmaster at Huntsville, Alabama.. 4,896 lft
Charles A. Bradford, Surveyor General, Jackson,

Mississippi 4,000 00
George R. Fall, Public Printer, Miss., salary un¬

known.
Samuel H. Laughlin, Recorder Land Office 8,000 00
Gideon J. Pillow, Brigadier and Major General... 7,470 00

l.u A. Caldwell, Major in the Army 3,.484 00
John W. Tibhatts, Colonel in the Arn.y 4,392 00
Samuel Medary, Postmaster, Columbus, Ohio 6,128 40
I homas H. Bartley, U. 8. District Attorney for Ohio,

salary unknown.
1*1Morgan, Secretary of Legation to Brazil... 8,000 00
John S. Simotison, Captain ol" Dragoons 2,000 00

Receiver at Shawneetown, Illinois. 4,000 00
William Walters, Public Printer, Springfield, Illi¬

nois, salary unknown.
«'rpom,ni«sionrr to Mexico 22,500 00

Win. I. Ititchie, Publie Printer... O00 00
Thomas Ritchie, Editor of the Union and Public

'

Printer.. ***.*...,. . .*.. "289.478 82
Benjamin H. Brewster, Cherokee Commissioner... .2,920 00

To be sure, Mr. Ritchie waa not in the Convention, but he
claims hia right to the spoils upon the ground that hia son was.

The ascertained sums in this table amount to the conveni¬
ent sum of $742,410.56. Truly, the Administration has
been faithful to its friends, and doubtleaa he will remunerate
tttwn again for like services, Well might Mr. Ritchie laud
thia Administration; for his item proved inconteatably how
amply he had been rewarded. Let what will be aaid of Mr.
Polk, it cannot be denied that he payt well.
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, made some rematk which was in¬

audible at the Reporter'a deak.
Mr. COCKE replied that the party of the gentleman from

Georgia alwaya paid better than his (Mr. C.'s) did, and it
was because that party was leas economical of the public mo¬

ney, and more careful to reward Executive favorites.
He had been very anxious to say a word about Gen. Taylor,

and the course of the Administration towards him, but he had
not time to do so. He was extremely anxious to speak of (ten.
I sylor'a position, and to nhow that it was perfectly consistent
with the ground upon which the Whig party have uniformly
acted ; but be must reserve it fir some other occasion.
He had not time to read ; but he must refer to one little

paragraph from the " Union," in order to show how great was
the consternation and alarm of its venerable editor aa soon aa

Gen. Taylor's letter of the 22d of April made its appearance.
Here was what he thought of that letter :
" word, we have rarely seen a production so perfectly
isatisfactory as a confession of frith.
Mr. Ritchie seemed to think there was some prospect ofthe

old General's nomination by the Whig Convention, and th*
idea filled him with horror. It brought him to his knees j
he was struck with amazement, and he began to pray
"Would to Heaven that, for his own sake, he had never

yielded to the solicitations of any of his own countrymen ; that
he had modestly declined the honor, from a sense of his own

MSXpmtMf | but that he had been eontent to wear the mili¬
tary laurels which he has so gloriously won."

After the production of thia letter of the 23d of April, the
mere mention of the old hero's name Iflled with horror not
only the "Union," but the rest of the prints of the like
stripe, and their friends throughout the country. " Would tn

Why pray so fervently ' Was it because Mr.
Polk's editor feared that Gen. Taylor would he defeated '

Or was not rather'the apprehension for any candidate whom
they might select to run against him f It was from a hill
conviction, a consciousness that if be were the nominee of the
next convention at Philadelphia, a disastrous defeat awaited
that party. Hence the old man foil upon his knees and ex¬

claimed, " Would to Heav*n he had never yielded to the
solicitations of his countrymen" In reference to accepting the
nomination."
The CHAIRMAN closed the debate in compliance with

the order of tbe House.

un

®'* Tmocsakb Dollabs Stolsi*..A package of bank
bills on the Commercial Batik, Providence, was stolen from
the steamer Bradford Durfee, on the passage from Providence
to rail River on Monday afternoon. Tbe boat stopped at
Bristol, and while there some perann entered the captain's of¬
fice, by means of false keys, and stole the package, #6,000 in
vara*. A reward of $ft00 it offered for the recovery of th*
money. The money belonged to Mr. Borden, of the Fall
River Print Works.

LniTtun inn Niwarariaa..We never could see the vir¬
tue of the boaft which ia so often made by papers and maga¬
zines that so large a portion of their pages is original. Such
originality Is too often obtained at the expense of worth. Th*
best exehanges of our acquaintance are by no meant thos*
which have the greatest amount of " original" matter. Ther*
is more editorial tact and talent required to mak* proper and
practical se(actions than is put in requisition by the produc-
tion of vaunting original writers, who aeem to regard origi-

. the only requisites for * good periodical. A good
newspaper ia always dependsnt upon other resources than ita
own, and the boast of a periodical that it i* entirely originaf
is too often like the boast of a library if it should claim to hav*
b*an th* prodoctfoo of only on* author..Lynn Ntws.


